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Local group looks to
raise awareness about
Alzheimer’s, dementia
By Adam Hocking

Editor

MARSHFIELD — Doug Seubert has
personal experience with the process of
caring for a loved one with Alzheimer’s.
He lost his mother in December of 2014
after her prolonged battle with the disease, and now Seubert is spearheading
a movement to raise awareness and
increase communal education around
Alzheimer’s and other dementia-related diseases.
In March of this year, Seubert and his
family started a local nonprofit group
called the Marshfield Area Purple
Angels (MAPA). The Purple Angel is
an international symbol for dementia
caregivers, and the group works with
local businesses to make them dementia friendly, promotes home care for
individuals with dementia so that they
can maintain familiar and comfortable
surroundings, and connects caretakers
with education and resources.
“Dementia friendly communities are
communities that are aware of people
that have dementia. They know what
the signs and symptoms of dementia
are. They make their businesses, their
parks, their public spaces welcoming to
people with dementia,” Seubert said.
Seubert has met with Mayor Chris
Meyer and management at Festival
Foods to speak with them about the
roles that local government and local business can play in making a dementia friendly community a reality.
Training managers and staff in these
businesses to recognize signs of people
that have dementia and how to interact
with them is part of the goal.
Having a special checkout lane in a
grocery store for individuals with a dementia-related illness is just one example, Seubert said, of a step a business
could take to become more dementia
friendly.
“Marshfield strives to be a welcoming community to everyone and a place
that our residents are proud to call
home. This includes those who are suffering from or those caring for loved
ones with dementia. Working toward
being a dementia friendly community
is one small way we can recognize the
unique needs of those in our community that deal with memory loss by

helping residents, business, and government officials understand the obstacles they face on a daily basis and work
toward creating an environment that
is supportive to their needs through
training, assistance, and awareness,”
Meyer said.
According
to
the
Wisconsin
Department of Health, “Alzheimer’s
disease and related dementias are already straining Wisconsin’s long-term
care system, and the number of people
affected is expected to increase dramatically as the baby boom generation
ages.”
Department of Health Services
Secretary Kitty Rhoades is leading
an effort to redesign the care system
for people who have Alzheimer’s or
dementia. One of the main strategies
in this effort is to increase community awareness and services, a role in
which groups like MAPA figure to play
a prominent role.
“There isn’t going to be a lot of additional funding to get these programs
started, so a lot of communities are
turning to nonprofits,” Seubert said.
MAPA was started via a Seubert family fund and is sustained by private donations, though Seubert said expenses
are minimal. The group recently had
its first memory café event with special
guest Howie Sturtz for individuals with
dementia-related diseases and their
caretakers to socialize, learn, and have
fun.
Seubert referred to Alzheimer’s as
the long goodbye.
“It (the battle with Alzheimer’s)
was a good 14 years with my mom.
Things change, and your relationship
change(s). You know, I became caregiver, but I was always her son. You can’t
lose that,” Seubert said. “People’s identities really change as you go through
this, and it’s a really hard process. And
then realizing when that person no
longer recognizes you as their son or
their husband or wife can be very, very
hard for people.”
For more information, education,
resources, or to learn how to get involved locally in making Marshfield
a dementia friendly community, visit
marshfieldpurpleangels.org, call 715383-0897, or email Doug Seubert at
doug@marshfieldpurpleangels.org.

Over 200 guests attended the fourth annual Cold Noses/Warm Hearts fundraising dinner at
Hotel Marshfield on Oct. 2. Submitted photo

MAPS dinner raises $10,500
for homeless pets
For Hub City Times

MARSHFIELD — On Friday, Oct. 2,
Marshfield Area Pet Shelter (MAPS)
held its fourth annual Cold Noses/Warm
Hearts fundraising dinner at Hotel
Marshfield. The event featured delicious
food, raffle baskets, silent auction items,
and an update on MAPS’ progress.
The over 200 attendees were also
treated to a special video presentation
by Marshfield Community Television,
featuring the transformation of the former airport terminal into MAPS’ new
temporary home at 210 W. 29th St. in
Marshfield.
The event raised $10,500, and all funds
will be used to provide housing and care
for the approximately 270 stray animals
found in Marshfield annually. MAPS
is the first humane organization serving lost and homeless animals in the
Marshfield area.
“We are so grateful for the community’s continued support of our cause,”

said MAPS President Karen Rau. “The
generosity of our donors and the dedication of our volunteers is incredible.”
With MAPS assuming the city contract for stray cats on Sept. 30 and plans
to care for dogs — outside of the current
foster program — in the near future,
Rau added that continued financial support is needed as MAPS grows.
“Every dollar makes a difference,”
she said.
MAPS’ online campaign is currently in progress with a goal to raise
$8,000 for cages, kennels, and fencing
to safely and efficiently care for animals. That campaign can be found at
www.loveanimals.org/pets/shelterrenovation.html. Donations may also
be mailed to MAPS at P.O. Box 147,
Marshfield, WI 54449.
MAPS’ next fundraiser will be
“Raising the Woof” on Sunday, Dec. 6, at
Rose Bowl Lanes. For more information,
visit www.MarshfieldPetShelter.org or
call 715-486-5140.

Featured MAPS pet on the week: Ruby
By Janet Gilbert

MAPS Adoption Coordinator
Ruby is a big girl that must have
slipped out the door and gotten lost.
Sadly, she was not claimed by her owner
and is quite lonely. She is now ready for
her new beginning so she can move on
with her life. She is 21 pounds of pure
love. She is spayed, declawed, microchipped, and vaccinated.
If you would like to love this big girl
and also help her get to a healthier
weight, consider applying to adopt her.
Her adoption fee is $75.
If interested in adopting, please visit
the Marshfield Area Pet Shelter website at www.MarshfieldPetShelter.org
and complete an adoption application,

Ruby is available for adoption.
Submitted photo

or call 715-486-5140 for more information. You can also visit adoptable pets
at our Microchip & Adoption Center located at Marshfield Mall from 4:30-6 p.m.
Monday-Friday and Saturdays from 11
a.m. – 2 p.m. View all adoptable pets at
www.MarshfieldPetShelter.org/adopt

